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NOTICE OF REASONS FOR REJECTION 



Patent Application No. : 
Written on: 

Patent Office Examiner: 
Agents for Patent Applicant: 

Sections Applied: 



Patent Application 2001-038780 
August 21, 2003 
OKAZAKI, Miho (ID 9166 4C00) 
The Patent Corporate Body 
ARUGA PATENT OFFICE 
(and seven additional agents) 
Section 29(2) 



The above-identified application should be rejected for 
the following reasons. If Applicant has any arguments against 
the rejection, Applicant is invited to file an Argument within 
60 days of the mailing date of this Notice. 

Reasons 

The alleged invention of the subject application as defined 
in the claims specified below is not patentable under the 
provisions of Section 29(2) of the Patent Law, as it would have 
been readily created by those having ordinary skill in the 
technical field, to which it belongs, on the basis of the 
inventions disclosed in the below-listed documents distributed 
in Japan or abroad before the filing of the subject application. 



Remarks 

(Concerning the cited documents and the like, see 
a List of Cited Documents and the Like.) 



[Claims 1 to 2] 

Document 1 discloses a hair dye comprising an acid dye 
and as a dyeing effect enhancer, y-butyrolactone or the like. 
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Further, use of benzyl alcohol, which is known, in combination 
with the dyeing effect enhancer and also, addition of citric 
acid are disclosed (page 1, right column, line 17 to page 2, 
upper left column, line 12, examples) . 

Comparing the alleged invention of the subject application 
with the invention disclosed in Document 1, they are different 
in that buffering capacity is specified in the alleged invention 
of the subject application. 

Dealing with the above-described difference, Documents 
2 to 4 set the values of buffering capacity in hair dyes containing 
acid dyes, and also disclose that these hair dyes are reduced 
in the staining of the hands and skin and are excellent in dyeing 
effect (Document 2, [0004]; Document 3, [0004]; Document 4, 
[0001] and [0004] ) . 

It is, therefore, easy for a person having ordinary skill 
in the art to modify the invention disclosed in Document 1 on 
the basis of the inventions disclosed in Documents 2 to 4 such 
that with a view to (reducing) staining of the hands and skin 
and also (enhancing) the dyeing effect, the value of buffering 
capacity is set around the values exemplified in Documents 2 
to 4. 

The advantageous effect of the alleged invention of the 
subject application falls within a predictable range, and cannot 
be recognized to be outstanding. 

At present, no ground for rejection is found on the 
invention of the claim (s) other than the claims indicated in 
this Notice of Reasons for Rejection, if any. If any ground 
for rejection is newly found, however, it will be notified 
accordingly. 



List of Cited Documents and the Like 



1. JP 51-151341 A > 

2. JP 5-238923 A 

3. JP 5-78228 A 
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4. JP 10-245327 A 



Record of the Results of Prior Art Document Search 

- Field of Search 

The IPC, 7 th Edition A61K7/00-7/50 

This record of the results of the prior art document search 
shall not be taken as any part of the reasons for rejection. 

Any inquiry or any desire of an interview concerning the 
contents of this Notice should be directed to: 

OKAZAKI, Miho 

Third Patent Examination Department, Medicines 
TEL. 03 (3581) 1101 (ext. 3402), FAX: 03(3501)0699 

* ★ ★ ★ * 
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